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13/540
PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL

Environment Committee

20 November 2013
COMMUNITY WASTE FUND UPDATE

Depute Director (Environment)

This report updates the Environment Committee on the final distribution of
Community Waste Grant Funding to community groups and identifies the positive
outcomes arising from the granting of this funding.

1. BACKGROUND / MAIN ISSUES

1.1  The Community Waste Fund was introduced following approval at the
Environment Committee on 26 March 2008 (Report No. 08/183). This report
identified that the community and social enterprise sector were likely to be at
the forefront of developing innovative new ways of increasing recycling rates
further and achieving greater community awareness and involvement.

1.2 It was also noted that community recycling/reuse projects could bring many
other social and economic benefits to the Council area such as offering
employment, training and volunteering opportunities. The primary focus of the
fund was reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill, together with building
greater community involvement.

1.3 The scheme was successfully jointly managed by the local Quality of Life
Trust and the Waste Services team in the Environment Service. Funding of
up to £15,000 for non-profit making, constituted community or voluntary
organisations was awarded to implement projects that reduced the amount of
waste sent to landfill. Greater amounts of funding were released in particular
circumstances, where the size and scale of the project was capable of
delivering greater landfill diversion and/or social benefits.

1.4  Onthe 22 August 2012 a Community Waste Fund update report (Report No.
12/355) was presented to the Environment Committee. It provided the
Committee with an update on the distribution of Community Waste Grant
Funding. It was agreed to report back to Committee in 12 months time.

1.5 Since 2008, £290,000 of Community Waste Funding has been distributed,
with 29 successful applications supported. Applicants received payment after
producing proof of purchase to the Quality of Life Trust (e.g. invoices,
receipts, contract of employment). The successful management of the fund
has meant that all applications were processed, assessed and the applicant
informed of the decision within the timescale specified in the grant
procedures. As a condition of the grant, the applicants had to provide a report
on how they spent the grant and the benefits achieved.
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1.6

1.7

2.1

2.2

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

All available funding has now been allocated to the successful organisations
and community groups. A summary of the end of grant feedback received is
shown in Appendix 1.

Combined efforts have resulted in

e Diversion of 1104 tonnes of waste from landfill

e Employment of 10.25 people in new full time equivalent positions
e Creation of 92 volunteering opportunities

e Generation of 52 training opportunities

PROPOSALS

Although the organisations will no longer be supported financially by the
Community Waste Fund, officers of Waste Services will continue to provide
support through offering advice, promoting activities, raising awareness and
information sharing.

In addition to this the revised Community Environment Challenge Fund
(CECF) which was approved at the Environment Committee on 5 June 2013
(Report No. 13/271) is open to community groups to apply for funding (up to
50%) for projects that demonstrate reduction of waste, reuse, recycling or use
of environmentally friendly materials, enhance/contribute to the local economy
such as tourism or craft or use of local materials, demonstrate environmental
sustainability e.g. carbon reduction. Therefore projects which previously would
have pursued Community Waste funding can apply for CECF funding.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION(S)

The Community Waste Fund has been well received by community and
voluntary organisations who have utilised the grant support to develop a wide
range of projects, delivering innovative ways of increasing re-use practices,
waste minimisation, recycling rates, and achieving greater community
awareness and involvement.

The majority of groups that have received funding continue to grow and many
have been able to sustainably expand their operations to become established,
well known organisations that the public can rely on to reuse or recycle their
household items rather than be disposed of as general waste.

The Committee is asked to:

i) Note the content of this report
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Name

Designation

Contact Details

Claire Leishman

Senior Project Officer

01738 476433
celeishman@pkc.qgov.uk

Yvonne Bell Waste Minimisation Officer | 01738 475246
yvonnebell@pkc.gov.uk

Approved

Name Designation Date

Jim Valentine

Executive Director
(Environment)

8 November 2013

If you or someone you know would like a copy of

this document in another language or format, (On

occasion only, a summary of the document will be
provided in translation), this can be arranged by

contacting
the Customer Service Centre
on
01738 475000
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1. IMPLICATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, CONSULTATION AND
COMMUNICATION

ANNEX

Strategic Implications Yes / None
Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement Yes
Corporate Plan Yes
Resource Implications Yes
Financial None
Workforce None
Asset Management (land, property, IST) None
Assessments None
Equality Impact Assessment Yes
Strategic Environmental Assessment Yes
Sustainability (community, economic, environmental) Yes
Legal and Governance Yes
Risk Yes
Consultation Yes
Internal Yes
External Yes
Communication None
Communications Plan None

1. Strategic Implications

Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement

1.1  The proposals relate to the delivery of the Perth and Kinross Community Plan/

Single Outcome Agreement by:

e having strong, resilient and supportive communities where people take
responsibility for their own actions and how they affect others.
e We value and enjoy our built and natural environment and protect it and

enhance it for future generations.

¢ We reduce the local and global environmental impact of our consumption

and production.

Corporate Plan

1.2  The Council’'s Corporate Plan 2013-2018 lays out five outcome focussed
strategic objectives which provide clear strategic direction, inform decisions at
a corporate and service level and shape resources allocation. They are as

follows:

0] Giving every child the best start in life;

(i) Developing educated, responsible and informed citizens;

(i)  Promoting a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy
(iv)  Supporting people to lead independent, healthy and active lives; and
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1.3

2.1

2.2

2.3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

(v) Creating a safe and sustainable place for future generations
The report supports objective ii, iii, ivand v.

Resource Implications

Financial

The content of this report has no financial implications.

Workforce

The content of this report has no workforce implications.

Asset Management (land, property, IT)

The content of this report has no asset management implications.
Assessments

Equality Impact Assessment

Under the Equality Act 2010, the Council is required to eliminate
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations
between equality groups. Carrying out Equality Impact Assessments for plans
and policies allows the Council to demonstrate that it is meeting these duties.

This section should reflect that the proposals have been considered under the
Corporate Equalities Impact Assessment process (EqglA) with the following
outcome:

i) Assessed as not relevant for the purposes of EqIA

Strategic Environmental Assessment

The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 places a duty on the
Council to identify and assess the environmental consequences of its
proposals. The proposals have been considered under the Act and no further
action is required as it does not qualify as a PPS as defined by the Act and is
therefore exempt.

Sustainability

Under the provisions of the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 the
Council has to discharge its duties in a way which contributes to the
achievement of sustainable development. In terms of the Climate Change
Act, the Council has a general duty to demonstrate its commitment to
sustainability and the community, environmental and economic impacts of its
actions.
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3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

4.1

4.2

5.1

An End of Project Monitoring Form was sent to each organisation that
received funding so that the impacts of their project could be recorded after a
year.

By working in partnership with the community and/or an existing local Reuse
Project to divert waste from landfill in Perth and Kinross, Perth & Kinross
Council ensured a sustainable approach was taken to the environment,
community and economy. This was especially the case as each project either
had start-up costs funded or an injection of cash funded so that expansion of
the project was possible — in turn diverting more waste from landfill.

Legal and Governance

The Head of Finance and the Head of Legal Services have been consulted on
the content on the report.

Risk

Risks associated with individual projects were identified and managed through
the assessment process.

Consultation
Internal

The Head of Legal Services and the Head of Finance have been consulted in
the preparation of this report.

External

Each organisation that received Community Waste Funding has subsequently
contributed information to Appendix 1.

Communication
No further communication is required.
BACKGROUND PAPERS

The following background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local
Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (and not containing confidential or exempt
information) were relied on to a material extent in preparing the above Report;
(list papers concerned)

e Report to the Environment Committee on 26 March 2008 entitled New
Waste Initiates (Report No: 08/183)

e Report to the Environment Committee on 22 August 2012 entitled
Community Waste Fund Update

e Report to the Environment Committee on 5 June 2013 entitled Community
Environment Challenge Fund (CECF) Review
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3. APPENDICES

Appendix 1 — Summary of Grants Awarded and Benefits
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