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Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing

Steps towards a safer and more robust system
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Recommendation 29

All licensing authorities should use their existing powers to require that the taxi and PHV
drivers they license undergo disability quality and awareness training. This should be
mandated in national minimum standards.

Recommendation 30

Licensing authorities that have low levels of wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs) in
their taxi and PHV fleet should ascertain if there is unmet demand for these vehicles. In
areas with unmet demand licensing authorities should consider how existing powers
could be used to address this, including making it mandatory to have a minimum
number of their fleet that are WAVs. As a matter of urgency, the Government's Best
Practice Guidance should be revised to make appropriate recommendations to support
this objective.

Recommendation 31

Licensing authorities which have not already done so should set up lists of wheelchair
accessible vehicles (WAVs) in compliance with s.167 of the Equality Act 2010, to ensure
that passengers receive the protections which this provides.

Recommendation 32

Licensing authorities should use their existing enforcement powers to take strong action
where disability access refusals are reported, to deter future cases. They should also
ensure their systems and processes make it as easy as possible to report disability
access refusals.

Recommendation 33

The low pay and exploitation of some, but not all, drivers is a source of concern.
Licensing authorities should take into account any evidence of a person or business
flouting employment law, and with it the integrity of the National Living Wage, as part of
their test of whether that person or business is "fit and proper" to be a PHV or taxi
operator.

Recommendation 34

Government should urgently review the evidence and case for restricting the number of
hours that taxi and PHV drivers can drive, on the same safety grounds that restrict hours
for bus and lorry drivers.
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as viable options for commercial and small goods vehicles. The wider benefits of
supporting drivers to get such vehicles on the roads could be considerable.

3.35 Funding could be allocated to subsidise a tiered taxi and PHV licensing structure that
exempts or reduces fees for zero emission capable vehicles and/or those which are
wheelchair accessible. This would assist those who make the additional investment
to use wheelchair and/or accessible vehicles such as the 'black cab' and reflect the
additional benefits these would provide the public.

Recommendation 7

Central Government and licensing authorities should 'level the playing field' by
mitigating additional costs faced by the trade where a wider social benefit is
provided — for example, where a wheelchair accessible and/or zero emission
capable vehicle is made available.

A growing industry

3.36 The sector has seen rapid growth in recent years. The total number of licensed taxis
and PHVs in England reached record levels in 2017, increasing by 26% since 2011
to 281,000°. This growth has not been uniform across the two tiers, but was driven by
the 37% increase in PHVs over the period, compared to the 3% increase in taxis. In
2017, 73% of all licensed vehicles in England were PHVs; in 2011 this proportion
was 67%.

3.37 The increase in licensing numbers is also inconsistent across England; to give just
some examples, the number of PHVs licensed by Transport for London increased by
39% between 2011 and 2017 to 87,400; in the same period, the number of PHVs
licensed by Wolverhampton City Council increased by 434% to 2,949; but decreased
by 37% in Tandridge District Council to just 46.

Figure 2 - Taxis and PHVs in England (DfT survey 2017)7
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8 https://www.gov. uk/government/statistics/taxi-and-private-hire-vehicles-statistics-england-2017
7 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642761/taxi-private-hire-vehicles-2017.zip
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5.

5.1

5.2

5.3

Accessibility

The importance of the taxi and PHV market

As an introduction to this chapter, from the following quote from the evidence
received from the Disabled Persons' Transport Advisory Committee (DPTAC) sets
the scene appropriately:

'For those who cannot use public transport, either due to the nature of
their conditions or because they live in areas with a poor public transport
service, taxis can be the key element allowing them to live
independently.'

Submission from DPTAC, November 2017

Evidence received by the Group highlighted that consideration of accessibility needs
is essential in any reform of the sector. If the Government enacts national standards,
accessibility considerations should be an integral part of their development, not a
mere add-on. In the short term, it is important that licensing authorities use the
powers they already have to improve access and passenger experience.

Training

The 2017 taxi and private hire statistics show that only 38% of licensing authorities in
England require their taxi drivers to undertake disability equality training, and 35%
require it for their PHV drivers. This training should be a national requirement as part
of national standards, but licensing authorities have the power to require it now and
should do. It is important that drivers working in a sector that can be a lifeline for
those unable to use public transport understand that position, and how they can best
support their passengers.

Recommendation 29

All licensing authorities should use their existing powers to require that their taxi
and PHV drivers undergo disability equality and awareness and equality
training. This should ultimately be mandated as part of national minimum
standards.
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5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

Vehicle types and access

As can be seen in figures 4 and 5, the proportion of vehicles licensed by different
authorities that are wheelchair accessible varies considerably. The 2017 statistics
show that 63% of authorities require their taxi fleets to be a wheelchair accessible
vehicle (WAV). These figures show that in England (excluding London) 41% of taxis
are WAVs but this is only part of the story; in over a quarter of authorities, 5% or
fewer of taxis are accessible. The situation is even worse for PHVs - nearly two-thirds
of authorities have a fleet in which 5% or fewer of PHVs are wheelchair accessible.

Standard (non-WAV) vehicles remain important too: most disabled people do not use
wheelchairs, and many people will find saloons easier to get in and out of. Mixed
fleets are important, reflecting the diverse needs of passengers, but nonetheless,
levels of WAV PHVs in particular (given the significant increase in PHVs in recent
years) appears low in even the most populous areas. | have outlined one way in
which licensing authorities can seek to increase availability in paragraph 3.35.

Recommendation 30

Licensing authorities that have low levels of wheelchair accessible vehicles
(WAVs) in their taxi and PHYV fleet should ascertain if there is unmet demand
for these vehicles. In areas with unmet demand licensing authorities should
consider how existing powers could be used to address this, including making it
mandatory to have a minimum number of their fleet that are WAVs. As a matter
of urgency the Government's Best Practice Guidance should be revised to
make appropriate recommendations to support this objective.

It is welcome that in 2017, the Government brought sections 165 and 167 of the
Equality Act 2010 into force, ensuring that drivers of wheelchair vehicles that a
licensing authority designates for this purpose cannot charge wheelchair users more
than non-wheelchair users, and must provide appropriate assistance.

Recommendation 31

Licensing authorities which have not already done so should set up lists of
wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs) in compliance with s.167 of the Equality
Act 2010, to ensure that passengers receive the protections which this
provides.

Itis illegal for a taxi or PHV driver to refuse to carry an assistance dog, unless the
driver has obtained a medical exemption certificate from their licensing authority.
Despite this, a recent campaign by the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
indicates that nearly half of guide dog owners surveyed had experienced an access
refusal in the past year. This is unacceptable, and licensing authorities should ensure
that strong action is taken when instances are reported. Driver awareness is also
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