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CIVIC ACTIVITY FORWARD PLAN - FEBRUARY 2024

EVENTS IN PERTH AND KINROSS / CIVIC LINKS WITH PARTNERS AND
NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

During the course of the year, the Provost or a civic representative will attend a
number of different civic events both within Perth and Kinross and also throughout
Scotland and the UK. There will also be a number of different Perth and Kinross
Council arranged events that have a role for the Provost / Depute Provost / Baillies /
Elected Members.

However there are also a number of “other” events that Perth and Kinross Council
are invited to attend and are represented at often by the Provost or a civic
representative. These events provide a networking opportunity for the Council to
build key relationships with partners and businesses. It is proposed that the civic
office and communications team focus on forward planning for a list of annual events
that take place in Perth and Kinross that maximise the opportunity for building
relationships, promoting Perth and Kinross and highlighting the purpose and benefits
of the Provost or representative attending and being part of such events.

COMMUNITY AND YOUTH RECOGNITION AND VOLUNTEERING

Perth and Kinross Council recognises the value and importance of the work and
projects undertaken every day by the many community groups across the area who
make a difference to the everyday lives of all citizens. As previously reported,
acknowledging and celebrating that work will be a key focus for civic activity going
forward and to that end, it is proposed to hold an annual recognition event.

In line with the Council’s Corporate Plan 2022-27, key priorities and refreshed ways
of working, we are considering new recognition initiatives. This is in relation to both
community groups / representatives as well as Council employees and how they
contribute to our organisational vision of “a Perth & Kinross where everyone can live
life well, free from poverty and equality.”

Any recognition event would be developed bearing in mind the following aims:

¢ Work together with our communities, bringing people together and
encouraging more involvement;

e Acknowledge our community groups, representatives and volunteers,
thanking them for their valuable contribution;



e Highlight the importance of volunteering and getting involved in your
community (of geography or interest);

e Demonstrate our values and key priorities in action;

e (o the extra mile in terms of personal, team, organisational or community
development.

It would be proposed to hold online nominations and voting for community groups /
representatives with winners being picked by a small and select panel of judges. We
would then co-ordinate visits to some of the winners in person by the Provost /
Council Leader / Chief Executive as appropriate for wider recognition and promotion
of the scheme. The awards would culminate annually in an informal afternoon tea to
be held in the Civic Hall at 2 High Street, Perth and attended by selected senior
officers / elected members and of course all winners with an invited guest.

In relation to employee recognition, awards would be designed to acknowledge and
value employee contribution, effort and those who exceed individual role
expectations in relation to our vision and outcomes. This would also now be
combined with the annual Service Recognition Awards to recognise employees who
have reached the milestones of 20, 30 and 40 years service.

As part of a more modern civic function and ongoing recognition of work that takes
place in our communities, it is important that this also includes further engagement
and recognition of youth groups and young people. There is an opportunity to make
the civic work that is undertaken by the Provost and the Council more meaningful
and relevant to the younger people in our communities alongside the more traditional
and established events and activities that have taken place over a number of years.

There would be the opportunity to establish closer links with the Perth and Kinross
Youth Forum in this regard and also link in with the work that is undertaken by the

Gannochy Trust Youth Panel that support grass roots youth work across Perth and
Kinross.

CIVIC HOSPITALITY AND CEREMONIES

Throughout the year, the Council hosts and supports a range of civic receptions and
provides hospitality to recognise particular achievements by its citizens.

In order to make the most efficient use of public resources and also create a fair and
equitable approach for groups and organisations, the eligibility criteria for civic
hospitality is being reviewed and refreshed. The new criteria will take into account
any previous awarding of a civic reception and hospitality and also maintain a rolling
year on year programme of civic activity. This will be promoted through the relevant
pages on the Council website.

Following the success of the most recent civic receptions in 2023 for Perth High
School’s senior football team and Perth Street Pastors, wherever possible receptions
will be hosted on a Monday early evening with quarterly dates set in advance to
encourage attendance and support from all elected members who will also be given
the opportunity to co-host the civic receptions with the Provost.



The Provost is keen to encourage and provide the opportunity to all elected
members to participate and contribute more fully to civic life by, for example,
attending engagements on behalf of the Provost and participating in citizenship
ceremonies.

TWINNING CONNECTIONS

As previously reported to the Provost’s Sub-Committee, twinning budget expenditure
will now be consolidated and more efficient as part of a fairer allocation process for
twinning groups.

The first annual twinning forum was hosted by the Provost on 30 August 2023. All
twinning association delegates were invited to send a representative and the
meeting was well attended with positive feedback. The forum is designed to
encourage networking, share best practice and relevant information. In a move
away from previous practice where annual grants have been paid to various twinning
bodies, organisations will be able to bid for funding if they have a significant event or
planned arrangements that they feel would merit support. The Council are also
increasing in kind support through a model constitution, public liability insurance, and
also access to minibuses, advice and support.

Twinning connections also acts as an important way for the Council and partners to
build relationships outside of Perth and Kinross that can bring mutual economic and
social benefits. It is proposed that the Council builds upon its existing twinning
arrangements by twinning with Nikopol in Ukraine.

The Provost is also keen to develop further links between twinning and trade
relationships wherever possible, working with the Economic Development Team and
both Scottish and UK Governments on opportunities to promote trade.

Planning is in place to promote a significant twinning event in 2026. This will mark

the 70" twinning anniversary between Perth and Aschaffenburg, Germany, the 35t
twinning anniversary with Cognac, France, the 25" twinning anniversary with Perth,
Canada, and the 20" twinning anniversary with Perth, Australia.

The Provost’'s Sub-Committee will be asked to agree a date in 2026 at the earliest

opportunity to allow timely communications and event planning with the Council’s
partners.

COMMUNICATIONS, RELATIONSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS

It is important that all elected members and the public are aware of the range of
civic activities that the Council undertakes each year and where appropriate
encouraged and supported to participate.

There will be a regular communication / blog / profile on the recent work of the
Provost and civic life that will assist the public to have a better understanding of the
important role and contribution that this makes. As part of this it will be important to
also capture how the Council’s civic activities support community groups in kind,



some examples of this include the Veterans of Perth, civic office facilities, Armed
Forces and remembrance ceremonies, and the Perth UHI Town and Gown parade.

An annual civic report will be submitted to the Provost’s Sub-Committee in the early
part of each calendar year that will provide details of civic engagements and
activities throughout the year.

It is important that our civic function is modern and meaningful for our diverse
communities within Perth and Kinross. The Provost is keen to work closely with the
Lord Lieutenant’s office, High Constables and other civic organisations to enhance
the important role that they can play in modern civic life, for example the recent
success of the High Constables supporting remembrance events across Perth and
Kinross. There is also an opportunity to look at the role of women in public life,
specifically the current lack of representation in various public sector roles.

This creates an opportunity for the Council’s Equalities Team to develop closer links
with the civic work that is undertaken by the Council.



	CIVIC ACTIVITY FORWARD PLAN  - FEBRUARY 2024
	EVENTS IN PERTH AND KINROSS / CIVIC LINKS WITH PARTNERS AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
	COMMUNITY AND YOUTH RECOGNITION AND VOLUNTEERING
	CIVIC HOSPITALITY AND CEREMONIES
	TWINNING CONNECTIONS
	COMMUNICATIONS, RELATIONSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS

