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Living Streets

We have been the national voice for pedestrians throughout our 86 year history. In
the early years, our campaigning led to the introduction of the driving test, pedestrian
crossings and 30mph speed limits. Since then our ambition has grown. Today we
influence decision makers nationally and locally, run successful projects to
encourage people to walk, and deliver services and projects that help to reduce
congestion and carbon emissions, improve public health, and make sure every
community can enjoy vibrant streets and public spaces.

Living Streets Scotland’s Walkable Communities project, funded by the Scottish
Government and Paths for All, supports local authorities, community planning
partners, and communities in Scotland to deliver the National Walking Strategy” to
improve the local walking environment and enable and encourage people of all ages
and abilities to walk for every day journeys.

Introduction: Accessible and Walkable Perth 2015

In response to reports of issues affecting pedestrians with both visual and mobility
disabilities walking in the city centre of Perth, the Senior Engineer for Road Safety
and Design at Perth and Kinross Council contacted Living Streets Scotland to for
support to assess city centre streets for access and walking. A partnership project
was developed with Living Streets Scotland, Perth and Kinross Council and the
Centre for Inclusive Living Perth and Kinross (CILPK), with input from Vision PK,
whose members were able to provide insight into the difficulties they experience
walking and using footways in the city centre. In addition, participation was sought
from additional stakeholders both within the council and externally. This included
input from the City Centre Team at Perth Council, as well as NHS Tayside Falls
Service Manager providing insight on issues potentially affecting elder and frail older
pedestrians. In total, the project was supported by participation of over 40 people,
including local residents with mobility and visual disabilities and professionals.

Living Streets Scotland facilitated a series of 5 Community Street Audits of city
centre streets. The Community Street Audits allowed for an assessment of the
overall quality of the accessibility and walkability of key city centre streets, in order to
identify opportunities to capitalise on existing characteristics and deliver a more
accessible and walkable city. The project group also considered routes linking Perth
rail and bus stations to the city centre, considering how well connected the city centre
and key public transport interchanges are for those making the journey on foot.

Audit 1 — Pedestrian zone, High Street, St. Johns and City Hall
Audit 2 — South Street, Charterhouse Lane and Canal Street
Audit 3 — Kinnoull Street and Scott Street

Audit 4 — Mill Street, Bridge Lane and George Street

Audit 5 — Perth Rail Station and Bus Station to High Street

! Scottish Government ‘Let’s Get Scotland Walking — The National Walking Strategy
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00452622.pdf
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Assessment of Overall ‘Walkability’ of Perth City Centre

Walkability can be thought of as a measure of the extent to which the public realm
provides for movement and other activity on foot in ways that are both efficient and
enjoyable. The walkability of a place can be understood by considering 5 C’s: that
walking facilities are Connected; Convenient; Convivial; Comfortable;
Conspicuous.?

When assessing the quality of walking facilities against these criteria, it is important
to consider factors that affect a broad range of pedestrians including those who may
be using various modifications and aids to walking such as wheelchairs, motorised
scooters, rollators or walking frames, crutches or canes. Pedestrians in this group
require adequate space to manoeuvre when walking, and have additional needs with
regards to accessing pavements and other facilities provided at a different grade to
the carriageway. In addition, pedestrian provision should take account of the needs
of pedestrians with sensory impairments including blind and visually impaired
pedestrians. Tactile markings indicating hazards and crossing points, colour contrast
of street furniture, removal of temporary and permanent obstacles from footways and
design features that aid navigation of streets and public spaces are important for this
group of pedestrians. Some older pedestrians may have additional needs while
walking city streets, including provision of seating areas, and crossing facilities that
either reduce the distance to be crossed, or that ensure adequate time to cross at
signalised crossings.

Overall, Perth city centre possesses characteristics that go a long way to making the
city a ‘Walkable City’. The city centre is flat and compact, with retail, leisure, green
space and civic amenities all to be found within comfortable walking distance. City
centre streets are attractive and interesting to pedestrians, with a variety of
architectural styles and historical buildings, and a good mix of building use
encouraging a variety of people into the city centre. Public realm in general is of a
good standard, with the High Street and St. John’s Kirk areas noted by the audit
groups to be high quality and successful public spaces. The River Tay to the east,
South Inch and the location of local landmarks including Perth Concert Hall coupled
with a grid-like layout of streets aids orientation and legibility for pedestrians. For
those traveling in to the city centre, public transport interchanges are located within a
walkable distance from the city centre. The city centre is also a walkable distance
from many residential areas of Perth, making walking a good option for some local
residents as a mode of transport in and out of the city centre, and to public transport
interchanges.

The Community Street Audits allowed participants to identify barriers to walking that
have the potential to either discourage or prevent walking in and to the city centre. A
large number of issues ranging from low impact and small scale to high impact
issues requiring physical improvements on the ground were identified. A full list of all
issues identified is provided in the appendices of the Community Street Audit report.
The following issues were considered to represent the ‘priorities for action’ that, if
acted upon, have the potential to generate the greatest impact for pedestrians of all
ages and abilities in and to Perth city centre.

? ‘Improving Walkability - A Good Practice Guide on Improving Pedestrian Conditions as Part of
Development Opportunities’ Transport for London 2005
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