
3 
13/499 

PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL 
 

Provost’s Sub-Committee of Strategic Policy and Resources Committee 
28 October 2013 

 

UNVEILING AND SERVICE OF DEDICATION OF WAR MEMORIAL AT 
BLACK WATCH CORNER, YPRES, BELGIUM 

 

Report by Head of Democratic Services 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 

This report relates to an invitation to the Provost to attend a Service of Dedication to 
mark the unveiling of a memorial to commemorate the sacrifice of over eight 
thousand members of the Black Watch who lost their lives and over twenty thousand 
wounded during World War 1. 
 

1. BACKGROUND / MAIN ISSUES 
 

1.1 
 
 
 

The Black Watch was granted the Freedom of the City of Perth in 1947.  The 
traditional home of the Black Watch has long been viewed as Perth and the 
area’s history associated with this prestigious Regiment is well documented. 
 

1.2 The Black Watch Association is planning to erect a monument 3 miles east of 
Ypres in Belgium, at a place to be known as Black Watch Corner, to 
commemorate all those who served in the Black Watch Regiment during 
World War 1. 
 

1.3 
 

The sculptor is Mr Alan Herriot, who also sculpted the 51st Highland Division 
Monument on the North Inch, Perth.  The statue will stand on a 6 foot high 
block of granite and measures over 7 feet in height.  A photograph of the 
statue is attached as Appendix 1 and an artist’s impression of the statue in situ 
is attached as Appendix 2. 
 

1.4 The Black Watch Association has asked Perth & Kinross, Dundee City and 
Angus Councils to each contribute £500 towards three wooden benches to be 
positioned at Black Watch Corner.  A photograph of the style of bench is 
attached as Appendix 3. 
 

1.5 The three Councils have agreed to donate £500 each towards three wooden 
benches, each inscribed with their civic crest, at Black Watch Corner.  
 

1.6 The Black Watch Association has invited the Provosts of Perth and Kinross 
and Angus Councils and the Lord Provost of Dundee City Council to attend a 
battlefield tour and a ceremony at Menin Gate on the morning of Friday 2 May 
2014 and a Service of Dedication in Ypres on the afternoon of Saturday 3 May 
2014.  A copy of the invitation is attached as Appendix 4. 
 

1.7 The Provost of Angus Council and the Lord Provost of Dundee City Council 
have indicated that they intend to attend the event over the weekend of 2 to 4 
May 2014.  
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2. PROPOSALS 

 
2.1 
 
 

It is proposed that the Provost’s Sub-Committee agree to accept the invitation 
and approve the visit to Ypres, Belgium from the 2 – 4 May 2014, to take part 
in the Service of Dedication which is due to take place on Saturday 3 May 
2014, with the Council being represented by the Depute Provost, supported by 
the Council Officer. 
 

 
3. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
3.1 This invitation provides the Council with the opportunity to support the Black 

Watch Association to commemorate all those who served in the Great War.  
 

3.2 It is recommended that the Provost’s Sub-Committee: 
 

a) Agrees that the invitation from the Black Watch Association to attend 
the unveiling of the statue and the Service of Dedication in Ypres, 
Belgium be accepted; 

 
b) Agrees that the Council is represented by the Depute Provost, 

supported by the Council Officer. 
 

 
Author 

Name  Designation Contact Details 

 
Rosemary Hughes 
 

 
Senior Civic and 
Members’ Services Officer 

 
01738 475058 
 

 
Approved  

Name Designation Date 

 
David Burke 
 

 
Depute Chief Executive 
 

 
08/10/13 

 
 

 

(Report Author) 
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ANNEX 
 
1. IMPLICATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, CONSULTATION AND 

COMMUNICATION 
  

Strategic Implications Yes / None 

Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement  Yes 

Corporate Plan  Yes 

Resource Implications   

Financial  Yes 

Workforce No 

Asset Management (land, property, IST) No 

Assessments   

Equality Impact Assessment No 

Strategic Environmental Assessment No 

Sustainability (community, economic, environmental) No 

Legal and Governance  No 

Risk No 

Consultation  

Internal  Yes 

External  No 

Communication  

Communications Plan  No 

 
1. Strategic Implications 
 
1.1 Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement 

The draft Perth and Kinross Community Plan 2013-2023 sets out five strategic 
objectives.  The proposals in this report support the achievement of these 
objectives. 

 
1.2 Corporate Plan  

Perth and Kinross Council Corporate Plan 2013-2018 sets out five strategic 
objectives.  The proposals in this report support the achievement of these 
objectives. 

 
2. Resource Implications - Financial 
 
2.1 
 

The costs associated with the visit to Ypres, Belgium by the Depute Provost, 
supported by the Council Officer are anticipated to be : 
 
Flights for Depute Provost 
and Council Officer   £  260 
Accommodation   £  440 
Transport (Ypres)   £  200 
Misc expenses   £  200 
Total estimated costs  £1,100 
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2.2 
 
 

The estimated costs associated with the visit to Ypres, Belgium will be met 
from the 2014/15 civic hospitality budget 

2.3 The Head of Finance has been consulted on the financial implications for the 
proposals and has indicated his agreement.   

 
3. Consultation 
 
3.1 The Provost and the Chief Executive have been consulted in the preparation 

of this report. 
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Appendix 2 
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