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PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL

Strategic Policy and Resources Committee

11 June 2014

REVIEW OF FREE STANDING WALLS & SCHOOL STRUCTURES

Report by Head of Property Services

This report updates the Strategic Policy and Resources Committee on the review of 
school structures at schools after the tragic incident in March 2014 at Liberton High
School, City of Edinburgh Council.

Property Services have identified no serious risks similar to Liberton but the review 
identified some minor maintenance required and a need for the rephasing of the
replacement/demolition of the life-expired buildings programme.

1 Background

1.1 Property Services has inspected all the schools (non-Investment in Learning)
during April 2014 after the incident in Liberton, City of Edinburgh Council.
These surveys covered all accessible areas. Where necessary, Structural 
Engineers’ opinions were sought for any significant issues found.

2 Issues Found

2.1 The survey identified no properties where there was any issue regarding
collapse. In a number of primary schools, previous decisions to demolish life-
expired buildings had been delayed due to these buildings being used as
storage. Alternative storage solutions have been found and these buildings
have now been fenced off and programmes put in place to effect demolition
as soon as possible.

2.2 The issues found can be summarised as follows:

• Life-Expired Buildings – 2 temporary units at Alyth and Balhousie
Primary Schools

• Structural Engineers’ Surveys – structural engineers’ opinion was
sought on a number of occasions, but no immediate risks were
identified.

• Minor issues found – 34 schools. These relate primarily to minor
maintenance, which have been/are being instructed.

• No issues found – 51 schools.

2.3 The cost of all the inspections and the resultant works are being absorbed
within the existing property maintenance budgets.

2.4 A list of schools visited and issues found is included in Appendix 1 to this
report.



180

3 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 In summary, the structural condition of the school estate based on the surveys
undertaken was satisfactory. The review identified that the demolition of 
temporary units in the life-expired buildings programme was being delayed 
but this has now been rephased.

3.2 It is recommended that the Committee:

(i) Note the contents of the report
(ii) Request the Head of Property Services report back on progress in

relation to the actions identified in six months.

Author(s)
Name Designation Contact Details
Keith Colville Senior Premises

Management Officer
01738 475827
KColville@pkc.gov.uk

Approved
Name Designation Date
Barbara Renton Depute Director

(Environment)
29 May 2014

If you or someone you know would like a
copy of this document in another language or
format, (On occasion only, a summary of the

document will be provided in translation),
this can be arranged by contacting

the Customer Service Centre
on

01738 475000

mailto:KColville@pkc.gov.uk
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ANNEX

1. IMPLICATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, CONSULTATION AND
COMMUNICATION

Strategic Implications Yes / None
Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement Yes
Corporate Plan No
Resource Implications
Financial No
Workforce No
Asset Management (land, property, IST) Yes
Assessments
Equality Impact Assessment No
Strategic Environmental Assessment No
Sustainability (community, economic, environmental) No
Legal and Governance No
Risk Yes
Consultation
Internal Yes
External No
Communication
Communications Plan No

1. Strategic Implications

Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement

1.1 The Council’s Corporate Plan 2013-2018 lays out five outcome focussed
strategic objectives which provide clear strategic direction, inform decisions at
a corporate and service level and shape resources allocation. They are as
follows:

(i) Giving every child the best start in life
(ii) Developing educated, responsible and informed citizens
(iii) Promoting a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy
(iv) Supporting people to lead independent, healthy and active lives
(v) Creating a safe and sustainable place for future generations

Corporate Plan

1.2 The report relates to (v) above.
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2. Resource Implications

Financial

2.1 The revenue implications of this report are accounted within existing budgets.

Workforce

2.2 There are no workforce implications.

Asset Management (land, property, IT)

2.3 This survey endorsed the condition survey programme that had not identified
any buildings that are at risk of collapse.

3. Assessments

3.1 Under the Equality Act 2010, the Council is required to eliminate
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations 
between equality groups. Carrying out Equality Impact Assessments for plans 
and policies allows the Council to demonstrate that it is meeting these duties.

3.2 This section should reflect that the proposals have been considered under the
Corporate Equalities Impact Assessment process (EqIA) with the following
outcome:

(i) Assessed as not relevant for the purposes of EqIA

Strategic Environmental Assessment

3.3 The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 places a duty on the
Council to identify and assess the environmental consequences of its
proposals.

3.4 This section should reflect that the proposals have been considered under the
Act and no further action is required as it does not qualify as a PPS as defined 
by the Act and is therefore exempt.

Sustainability

3.5 This report has no sustainability implications.

Legal and Governance

3.6 The Head of Legal Services, the Head of Finance and the Head of
Democratic Services have been consulted in the preparation of this report.
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Risk

3.7 This survey does not identify any serious structural issues in the school
estate.

4. Consultation

Internal

4.1 The Executive Director (Education and Children’s Services) has been
consulted on the content of this report.

External

4.2 There has been no external consultation on this report.

5. Communication

5.1 None

2. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Supporting documents to this report are contained within survey files within 
Property Services.

3. APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – List of properties inspected and required actions.
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