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Attached is a supplementary agenda for the meeting of the Lifelong Learning
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Councillor Xander McDade Ms Carolyn Weston
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Councillor Beth Pover
Councillor Callum Purves
Councillor John Rebbeck
Councillor Crawford Reid
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Lifelong Learning Committee

Wednesday, 04 September 2019

AGENDA

MEMBERS ARE REMINDED OF THEIR OBLIGATION TO DECLARE ANY
FINANCIAL OR NON-FINANCIAL INTEREST WHICH THEY MAY HAVE IN ANY
ITEM ON THIS AGENDA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COUNCILLORS’ CODE OF
CONDUCT.

8 COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO SCHOOL/LEARNING 5-24
ESTATE TRANSFORMATION - UPDATE ON JOINT 2-18

COMMUNITY LEARNING CAMPUS

Report by Executive Director (Education and Children's Services)

(copy herewith 19/241)

If you or someone you know would like a copy of this
document in another language or format, (on occasion, only
a summary of the document will be provided in translation),

this can be arranged by contacting the
Customer Service Centre on 01738 475000.

You can also send us a text message on 07824 498145.

All Council Services can offer a telephone translation facility.
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PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL
Lifelong Learning Committee
4 September 2019
COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO SCHOOL/LEARNING ESTATE
TRANSFORMATION - UPDATE ON JOINT 2-18 COMMUNITY
LEARNING CAMPUS

Report by Executive Director (Education and Children’s Services)
(Report No. 19/241)

PURPOSE OF REPORT

Perth and Kinross Council has been exploring the potential development of a new
2-18 joint community learning campus with Dundee City Council and Angus Council.
This report provides an update on a number of key areas which have been
considered in terms of the potential feasibility of a joint 2-18 community learning
campus. Similar update reports will be considered at the respective committees of
Angus Council and Dundee City Council.

1.

11

1.2

1.3

BACKGROUND
Tayside Regional Improvement Collaborative (TRIC)

In December 2016 a common report, Strategic Collaboration and Enhanced
Partnership Working (Angus, Dundee and Perth and Kinross Councils —
Education and Children’s Services), was approved at the respective Full
Council/Executive Board meetings of Angus, Dundee, Perth and Kinross
Councils and NHS Tayside (Report No. 16/563 refers). The report set out the
potential for extended collaborative approaches between the above named
organisations working in close partnership with the Third Sector and private
enterprise as appropriate.

The report identified that working together would contribute to addressing the
national agenda in terms of raising attainment, tackling poverty, closing equity
gaps, and improving the health and wellbeing of all children, young people,
families and communities.

In addition to the work underway to help achieve excellence and equity for all,
elected members from all three councils have asked the respective
Executive/Strategic Directors to discuss opportunities for collaboration around
the broader school/learning estate, related challenges and shared solutions.
These discussions indicated there was a collective appetite for working
together to enhance the respective school/learning estates.
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1.4

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

On 30 January 2019, Lifelong Learning Committee (Report No. 19/33 refers)
approved that Perth and Kinross Council would explore in more detail,
working in collaboration with Dundee City Council and Angus Council on the
practicalities of developing a new joint 2-18 community learning campus. It
should be noted that Perth and Kinross are interested only in the secondary
element of the joint 2-18 community learning campus.

KEY AREAS FOR CONSIDERATION - UPDATE

The report to this Committee in January 2019 detailed a number of key areas
which would need to be addressed in order to pursue in more detail the
aspiration for a joint 2-18 community learning campus. The initial focus of the
Project Board and Project Team, which consists of representatives from all
three Councils, has been on: informal engagement with communities;
land/location of campus; finance; and impact on the learning estate.

Informal Engagement with Communities

The development of the informal consultation exercise was undertaken
collaboratively with Dundee City Council and Angus Council. In addition, the
governance of the consultation was shared across the three councils with a
shared strategy and communication plan developed.

As the potential location of the joint 2-18 community learning campus is South
Angus/West Dundee/East Carse, communities from the catchments of the
following schools in Perth and Kinross were invited to take part in the informal
consultation exercise:

Abernyte Primary School,

Errol Primary School;

Inchture Primary School;
Invergowrie Primary School;
Longforgan Primary School; and
St Madoes Primary School.

Seven informal community drop-in sessions, on the joint 2-18 learning
community campus, were held between 23 April 2019 and 9 May 20109.
The sessions took place in schools, halls and a hotel within Perth and
Kinross, Dundee City and Angus Council areas.

There were representatives from Perth and Kinross, Dundee City and Angus
Councils at each of the informal drop-in sessions.

Approximately 130 people attended across the seven events. There was a
mix of parents/carers of current pupils, families with young children not yet of
school age and some residents who did not have school age children.

Feedback was also sought via an online survey available through the “Perth
and Kinross Council Consultation Hub” site. The survey was also available on
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2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

Angus Council and Dundee City Council websites. The survey was available
for completion from 23 April 2019 until 7 June 2019.

The response rate, across the 3 local authorities, was 560 completed surveys.
Another 190 responses were incomplete.

Key messages from the responses were:

e 407 people out of 556 responded that they were in support of the proposal
for the joint 2-18 community learning campus;

e There was concern over the lack of certainty of the timing of the project
and therefore which children would be affected;

e Home to school transport was a key consideration for families;

e Transition to the new joint 2-18 community learning campus would be key,
particularly where there are siblings;

e For Angus Council, there were concerns over the potential closures of
rural primaries; and

e For Dundee City Council, 26% of parents were in favour of a primary
school at the Western Gateway being given precedence over a 2-18 joint
community learning campus, however 59% of respondees favoured the
campus being built first.

There were 243 completed responses received from Perth and Kinross
Council residents to the proposal. Table 1 below provides further information
on respondents:

Number of Response Response Response | Response
responses from from pupils | from PKC from
received parents/ currently staff “other”
carers attending
PKC schools
243 208! 15 8 12

Table 1: Response to proposal

It is estimated that the parents of approximately 15% of pupils who attend
schools in the Carse of Gowrie responded to the questionnaire.
The response rate was consistent across all catchment areas.

Fifty eight parents/carers of younger children, not currently attending school,
also responded to the questionnaire.

Of the 243 Perth and Kinross responses, 194 (80%) were supportive of the
proposal, 30 (12%) were unsure and 19 (8%) were against the proposal.

Yncludes parents/carers of children currently attending PKC schools and parents/carers of children
who are not yet attending school.
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2.14

2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

2.19

2.20

2.21

Of the 194 responses in favour of the proposal 85% of parents/carers said
they would send their children to the joint 2-18 community learning campus if
the proposal was to proceed.

Further details on the feedback are contained in Appendix A.
Land/Location of Campus

The location and development of the joint 2-18 community learning campus is
dependent on suitable land being identified. The Project Board has engaged

consultants through East Central Hub (Hubco) to look into the legal, financial

and planning aspects of a possible joint 2-18 learning community campus.

An initial assessment of site options was carried out by the consultants and 12
possible site options were identified. Nine of the sites were ruled out after
further assessment.

Finance

A sub-group of the Project Board was established to consider financial
arrangements and resourcing of the new joint 2-18 community learning
campus.

There have been discussions with colleagues from Scottish Future’s Trust
(SFT) who have indicated that they consider there is the potential for funding
through the Scottish Government Programme (Delivering for Today Investing
for Tomorrow) and the evolving Schools For the Future Programme/Learning
Strategy. This proposal for collaboration on the learning estate is in line with
the aspirations for such funding as identified by the Scottish Government.

The Scottish Government is still developing the funding model for the new
Learning Estate Strategy and it has not yet been agreed by CoSLA. The
information which is known currently is as follows:

e There will be £2bn investment in the Scottish learning estate over the next
six years. This will comprise £1bn from Scottish Government and £1bn
match funding from local authorities; and

e Funding is moving to a fully revenue based model. This means Local
Government must fund the upfront £2bn capital investment required to
build and improve schools. The Scottish Government will provide revenue
funding of up to £1bn to local authorities over the following 25 years to
meet facilities management and life cycle maintenance costs. Other
revenue costs of supporting the school will be met by the local authority
without funding support, eg teachers and non-domestic rates.

The capital cost of delivering a joint 2-18 community learning campus has
been estimated at £55.5m, to be met by the 3 authorities. Perth and Kinross
would anticipate a share of the secondary element of the joint 2-18 community
learning campus only, at an approximate cost of £14m, based on a high level
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2.22

2.23

3.1

m? cost estimate. This would have to be funded through increased loan
charges or reprioritising the existing capital programme.

In addition to the capital cost of the building, there would be new revenue
costs associated with running the joint 2-18 community learning campus
including staffing and property. This is currently estimated at approximately
£2m per annum for Perth and Kinross.

Impact on the Learning Estate

The impact on the Perth and Kinross Secondary Learning Estate with the
establishment of a joint 2-18 community learning campus has been
considered on the basis of the following criteria, which were previously used
in the development of a catchment area for Bertha Park High School:

Criteria Overview Outcome
Quality educational The new building will provide a quality | Neutral
environment learning environment, however the

pupils destined for the new campus
will already have a new build school
at Perth High School.

Cost Effective The campus would require additional Negative
revenue funding of approximately
£7m a year between the three

Councils when the campus is fully

occupied.
Maintains The campus would maintain existing Positive
geographic/community links with Dundee for Invergowrie and
links reinstate links with Abernyte, Inchture
and Longforgan.
Minimises travel Although the location of the school Positive

has not yet been determined, travel
distances for pupils from Abernyte,
Inchture, Invergowrie and Longforgan
would be less than distances to Perth.

Uses assets effectively Bertha Park High School has recently | Negative
opened and has provided additional
capacity for 1100 pupils in Perth City
to accommodate additional house
building. There is currently no
requirement for the additional capacity
that the campus would provide.

Table 2: Summary of impact of joint community learning campus
CURRENT POSITION

All three local authorities have considered the outcomes of this initial
exploratory phase and, like Perth and Kinross, are reporting to their respective
committees on 5 September 2019 (Angus Council) and 9 September 2019
(Dundee City Council). The outcomes are detailed below:
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3.2

3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

4.3

Angus Council

Recommendations to Angus Council’s Children & Learning Committee will
include that involvement in a potential joint campus should cease on the basis
of feedback and engagement, including opinions about school closures, as
well as consideration of financial and educational implications.

Dundee Council

The feedback from Dundee citizens taking part in the consultation supported
the idea of a Joint Community Learning Campus. Whilst the consultation
response supported the idea of a Tri-council 2-18 Joint Community Learning
Campus, progress towards this is only possible where the proposal is deemed
viable by all three councils.

Perth and Kinross Council

In considering all of the information available, including the position of our
partner local authorities, it is proposed that Perth and Kinross Council
maintain our focus on the improvement of the existing learning estate rather
than progress further with the joint 2-18 community learning campus at this
time.

CONCLUSION

Since January 2019, work has taken place to determine the feasibility of a
2-18 joint community learning campus between Angus Council, Dundee City
Council and Perth and Kinross Council.

This collaborative work has been a very positive experience for all three
Councils. It has also been a learning experience, with the respective Councils
bringing different areas of expertise to the project.

The outcome of this work is summarised as follows:

e There are options for land in each of the three local authority areas,
however further detailed work would have to take place to confirm any of
them as a suitable site;

e The financial situation is challenging, with Councils being required to
commit to the capital funding of the building and land, but more importantly
there are likely to be significant revenue costs associated with staffing and
running a new establishment;

e The response to the consultation from Carse of Gowrie communities was
positive, however only approximately 15% of families engaged; and

e Perth and Kinross does not require a new secondary school in terms of
capacity at this time, however there are benefits to the children in East of
the Carse of Gowrie in terms of travel, if a secondary school was built
close to their homes.
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4.4 It is recommended that the Committee:

() Notes the progress that has been made through collaboration between
the three local authorities;

(i) Notes that, the exploratory work that has been undertaken has clarified
that the joint 2-18 community learning campus is not the right solution
for each local authority at this time; and

(i)  Approves that the Executive Director (Education and Children’s
Services) ceases involvement in the exploration of a joint 2-18
community learning campus at this time and focuses on the
improvement of the existing learning estate.

Author(s)

Name Designation Contact Details

Carol Taylor Service Manager ECSCommittee @pkc.gov.uk
(Resource Management)
Perth and Kinross Council | 01738 475000

Approved

Name Designation Date

Sheena Devlin

Executive Director
(Education and
Children’s Services)

29 August 2019

If you or someone you know would like a copy of this
document in another language or format, (on occasion, only
a summary of the document will be provided in translation),

this can be arranged by contacting the
Customer Service Centre on 01738 475000.

You can also send us a text message on 07824 498145.

All Council Services can offer a telephone translation facility.
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ANNEX

1. IMPLICATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, CONSULTATION AND
COMMUNICATION

Strategic Implications Yes / None

Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement Yes

Corporate Plan Yes

Resource Implications

Financial None

Workforce None

Asset Management (land, property, IST) None

Assessments

Equality Impact Assessment n/a

Strategic Environmental Assessment n/a

Sustainability (community, economic, environmental) n/a

Legal and Governance Yes

Risk

Consultation

Internal Yes

External Yes

Communication

Communications Plan Yes

1. Strategic Implications

11

1.2

Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement

The proposals relate to the delivery of the Perth and Kinross Community
Plan/Single Outcome Agreement in terms of the following priorities:

(i) Giving every child the best start in life;

(ii) Developing educated, responsible and informed citizens;

(i) Promoting a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy;

(iv) Supporting people to lead independent, healthy and active lives; and
(v) Creating a safe and sustainable place for future generations.

This report relates to all of these objectives.

Corporate Plan

The Perth and Kinross Council Corporate Plan set out five strategic
objectives:

(i) Giving every child the best start in life;

(i) Developing educated, responsible and informed citizens;

(i) Promoting a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable economy;

(iv) Supporting people to lead independent, healthy and active lives; and
(v) Creating a safe and sustainable place for future generations.

This report relates to all of these Objectives.
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1.3  The report also links to the Education & Children’s Services Policy Framework
in respect of the following key policy area:

e Maximising Resources
2. Resource Implications
Financial

2.1  There are no direct financial implications arising from this report other than
those reported within the body of the main report.

Workforce
2.2  There are no direct workforce implications arising from this report.

Asset Management (land, property, IT)

2.3  There are no direct asset management implications arising from this report at
this point.

3. Assessments

Equality Impact Assessment

3.1  Under the Equality Act 2010, the Council is required to eliminate
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations between
equality groups. Carrying out Equality Impact Assessments for plans and policies
allows the Council to demonstrate that it is meeting these duties.

3.1.1 The information contained within this report has been considered under the
Corporate Equalities Impact Assessment process (EglA) with the following outcome
and has been assessed as not relevant for the purposes of EqIA.

Strateqic Environmental Assessment.

3.2  The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 places a duty on the
Council to identify and assess the environmental consequences of its proposals.

3.2.1 However, no action is required as the Act does not apply to the matters
presented in this report. This is because these matters relate to the School Estate
Strategy which is being considered under the Act as part of The Council’s Asset
Management Plan.

Sustainability

3.3 Under the provisions of the Local Government in Scotland Act 2003 the
Council has to discharge its duties in a way which contributes to the
achievement of sustainable development. In terms of the Climate Change
Act, the Council has a general duty to demonstrate its commitment to
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3.4

3.5

4.1

4.2

5.1

2.1

sustainability and the community, environmental and economic impacts of its
actions.

The information contained within this report has been considered under the
Act. However, no action is required as the Act does not apply to the matters
presented in this report.

Legal and Governance

The Head of Legal and Governance Services has been consulted in the
preparation of this report.

Risk

A joint risk log is being developed as part of the project planning process.
Consultation

Internal

The Head of Finance, Head of Legal and Governance, Head of Property
Services and Corporate Asset Management Team Leader have been
consulted in the preparation of this report.

External

The report provides outcomes on the consultation with communities in Perth
and Kinross.

Communication

A joint communication plan has been developed by the Communications
Teams of the three councils. The plan will support effective communication
and engagement with stakeholders. A range of methods will be used to
consult with internal and external stakeholders such as meetings, briefings,
community consultation and focus groups. A separate communications plan
will be developed for any Statutory Consultation process.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1973 (other than any containing confidential or exempt
information) were relied on to any material extent in preparing the above
report.

APPENDICES

Appendix A — A collaborative Approach to Learning Estate Transformation
Across Tayside
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A ngus
Council

Dundeg

CHANGING PERTH &
P UTURE S
APPENDIX A

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO LEARNING ESTATE
TRANSFORMATION ACROSS TAYSIDE

Consultation Feedback April - June 2019

Tri-Council 2-18 Joint Community Learning Campus

Engagement events:

Notes:

All Authorities were represented at public engagement events however each
Local Authority hosted events within their locality.

The Authorities adopted slightly different approaches to engagement with
Learners and Parent Council Groups.

Date Host Authority | Engagement | Venue Attendees
26.03.19 | Perth and Kinross | Parent Council | Inchture Primary (Invergowrie, Inchture, Abernyte, | 8

Longforgan, Errol & St Madoes primaries represented)
23.04.19 | Angus Public Birkhill Primary 30
24.04.19 | Dundee Public Harris Academy 4
25.04.19 | Perth & Kinross Public Inchture Primary 30
04.05.19 | Tri-Council Event | Public Double Tree Hilton 30
07.05.19 | Perth & Kinross Public Madoch Centre, St Madoes 9
08.05.19 | Angus Public Birkhill Primary 19
09.05.19 | Dundee Public Harris Academy 12
23.04.19 | Dundee Learner Harris Academy 20
25.04.19 | Dundee Parent Council | Harris Academy 12
June Angus Learner Auchterhouse, Birkhill, Grange, Liff, Mattocks, Murroes, | Various
2019 Newtyle, Seaview, Strathmartine, Tealing, Monifieth

High School

Parent Councils

Perth High School Cluster

PKC met with the chairs of the Parent Councils of primary schools in the Carse of Gowrie.
This was to plan the drop-in sessions rather than gaining their views on the proposal.

Monifieth Learning Estate

Initial engagement took place with Parent Council Chairs during September 2018 in relation
to the wider Monifieth Learning Estate. Parent Council Chairs were given advance
notification of the drop-in dates and invited to encourage attendance at the sessions. It was
not considered necessary to do further specific work at this stage due to the informal nature
of the consultation and the other methods available for engagement.
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Harris Academy

As part of the informal consultation process, one proposed change within catchments would
be to associate Invergowrie primary school to the Joint Community Campus, currently there
is an agreement with Perth and Kinross council in relation to Invergowrie attending Harris
Academy. Dundee City Council felt it was important to meet with the parent council from
Harris Academy to gain their views on this proposal.

There was no resistance from the Parent council regarding the proposals for the Tri-council
2-18 Joint Community Learning Campus. The parent body saw the potential benefits for
such a proposal and the opportunities it could provide for families and young people in the
west of the city.

They provided a couple of bullet points raising a slight concern around the three local
authorities working together given parental experiences during the Harris decant and the
transportation of PKC pupils to Lawton road. Furthermore they added a couple of building
related issues which will be shared with any future design development team.

Public engagement events

Over 130 people attended across the seven events. There was a mix of parents/carers of
current pupils, families with young children not yet of school age or residents within the
locality of the proposals. The main points arising from the events were:

e Recognition of potential community benefits and improved facilities that could result
from a Joint Community Learning Campus;

o Apprehension over the time scale such a project would take and which cohort of
young people this would potentially benefit or have impact upon;

¢ Questions relating to holidays and transition to any potential new Joint Community
Leaning Campus, particularly where there are siblings;

e Varied views were expressed in relation to the impact of travel times to school

e Comments regarding how local infrastructure such as roads and drainage would be
affected

e Concerns over potential closures of rural primaries for Angus residents;

e For Dundee, Support for a primary in the western gateway area although a Joint
Community Learning Campus was favoured first.

Some attendees had already accessed information and completed the survey via local
authority websites prior to attending the events. Devices were made available at some
events for surveys to be completed. Paper copies were also provided for those who required
them and attendees were also given details of hyperlinks to take away.
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Digital engagement strategy

There was a total of 560 valid responses to the survey. These can be broken down as
follows:

Angus Council 178
Dundee City Council 133
Perth and Kinross Council 243

No Council disclosed 6

Those that engaged with the survey were asked to respond to the following questions:

Which local authority do you live in?

50%
45%
4%
35%
w
4“,3“ 30%
= 25%
[¥]
o 20%%
o
15%
10%
5%
o Perth and
. an
Angus Council Pundze .l:m'l Kinross Blank
Council .
Council
mmm Fercentage 32% 24% 43% 1%
# Responses 178 133 243 &

Please tell us who you are?
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Child or young person currently attending school in Angus, B 3
Dundee or Perth & Kinross

Teacher or other staff currently working at school in Angus, - 29
Dundee or Perth & Kinross

Parent/Carer of pupil(s) currently attending school in Angus,

: |
Dundee or Perth & Kinross p40

Parent/Carer of pupil(s) planning to attend school in Angus,
Dundee or Perth & Kinross

I 101

Member of a community group in Angus, Dundee or Perth & . 18
Kinross

other M 37
Blank [l 11

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350
# responses
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Do you support the idea of a 2-18 joint community learning campus?

80

T0%

Percentage

205

1 . .
034
Yes Unsure Mo answer

mm Percentzge T3% 12% 14% 1%
# Responses an7 6O B0 4

556 responses were received to this question.

Breakdown of support by local authority

100%
0%
BO%
o T0%
fgﬂ 60%
5 L0%
[}
5 4%
= 30%
20%
10%
o Perth and
Dundee City ﬁr;;
Cuurrcll Council D'ISElI:EEd
Council
N Percentzge B1% 75% T9%
YES 109 100 194 4
Local Authority Total 178 133 243 0
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What influenced your answer?

Other

The possibility of related school closures (Angus only)
Possible school catchment changes

| am happy with current provision

All-through provision from aged 2 to 18

Family or personal reasons

Community access and use of campus facilities

Travel time to the campus

Access to a new building, facilities and improved

. 45

. s

I 154

S 63

I 145

I o7

I 199

Ty 352
.. I 285

The (potential) location of the (2-18) joint learning... INNINIEGEN 238

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400
# responses
*respondents could select more than one reason
Would you like your child or children to attend this campus?
90%
80%
0%
60%
w
[=11]
= 50%
=
[+ 1]
- 40%
w
o
30%
20%
102
o ] ] ]
Yes Mo LUnsure Mo answer
mm Percentage T8% T 8% TH
# Responses 317 30 32 28
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Breakdown in relation to local authority

100%
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B0
- 0%
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5 40%
= 30%
20%
10%
o Perth and
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This Question was asked of Angus Council Residents Only:

Would you still support the idea of a 2-18 Campus if it meant the closure of other Angus
Schools?

80%
0%
B0%
S0%

40%

FPercentage

30%

20%
- .
0

Yes Unsure
I Percentzge 56% 15% 29%

# Responses 61 16 32

All of thel09 Angus respondents that expressed support for the idea of the 2-18 Joint
Community Learning Campus, answered this question. Slightly over half of respondents
remained in support of the idea even if it meant the closure of other Angus Schools.
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This Question was asked of Dundee City Council Residents Only:

Which of the following two options would you prefer to see built first?

Mo answer &%
10

MNo preference ﬁ

A Dundee City Council Primary School 26%

located within the Western Gateway & ea _

A 2-18 joint community learning campus
| ity ng P ey

SERITELE LR g
Angus area

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70O BOD 90

# Responses

Of 132 responses Dundee respondents, 58% favour the 2-18 Joint Community Learning
Campus being built first. Less than half respondents favoured the primary being built first.

This Question was asked of Dundee City Council Residents Only:

If you live within Dundee's Western Gateway development area, once the primary school is
built, would you be content to use existing secondary education provision (Baldragon and St
Paul's RC Academies)?

No answer - 2

| do not live in the Western Gateway area - 3

No, | would still like to see a 2-18 joint

Dundee/South Angus area

Yes, | would use Baldragon Academy or St Paul's
I -
RC Academy

o
N
IS
(<)}
o]
=
o
=
N

14 16

34 completed this question which was specific to the Western Gateway development.
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Pupil Focus Groups

Dundee City Council Schools

Note: Overall Feedback is more extensive and available, these are the succinct key points.

Pupil Focus group consisted of a blend of representatives from pupil voice across all year
groups within Harris Academy and pupils who formerly attended Invergowrie Primary
School.

The following comments and observations were shared by the pupils:

Many of those that were involved in the engagement felt that it was not relevant to them
given the timescale involved for this to happen and might be of more relevance to parents,
especially of younger children.

e Transport could be an issue for pupils from Invergowrie and other outlying areas
depending on exactly where the new school is located.

e This idea might take the pressure of numbers of Harris and allow more Dundee
people to attend which could be positive however wondered if there would there be a
special priority for younger siblings who had siblings currently at Harris to still have
the opportunity to attend Harris?

e This could be an opportunity for a fresh start which might also be an issue for
‘outsiders’ coming in as a through-school however may also help young people to
make new friends from different areas.

o Pupils acknowledged that journey times would probably be less for Invergowrie
people currently attending Harris and also for Angus pupils currently travelling to
Monifieth HS.

Monifieth Learning Estate

Angus Council Schools & Learning Team held a series of learner engagement events in
June 2019. Focus groups were held with P5-7s and secondary learners from:

Auchterhouse, Birkhill, Grange, Liff, Mattocks, Murroes, Newtyle, Seaview, Strathmartine, Tealing,
Monifieth High School

The sessions focused on two key questions:

What is good/great about your current school?
If we were designing a new school, what would you like it to have?

The findings can be summarised as:

What is good/great about your school?

e Schools and the surrounding areas are quiet and peaceful

e Positive relationships with tfeachers and peers. Learners feel valued, listened to and
supported

e Everyone knows each other in a small school and there are valuable links with the
wider community.

e Parental Engagement is stfrong

e Teachers are friendly and make learning fun

Page 23 of 24



e Learners are able to walk/bike to school safely

e There is excellent use of outdoor space and learners are given freedom to
experience different environments such as school gardens and ponds

e learners are happy and enjoy successes at school. There is a range of leadership
opportunities available to them such as pupil voice and community groups

e There are many opportunities for pupils to take part in schools trips and activities, and
arange of people visit the schools to enhance leaning experiences

e Schools are well resourced, particularly in terms of outdoor equipment

If we were designing a new school what would you like it to have?

e A secure and safe environment, open to the community with an inviting entrance
and disabled access

e Arelaxed environment with kind, helpful teachers

e Good support for all learners

o Clear, visible information displays

o Colourful new uniform

e Happy people — pupils ready to learn

e Big classrooms with comfortable seating, and wide corridors

e Specialist primary teachers for Music, Art and PE

e Air conditioning and lots of natural light and bright colours

e Specialist areas such as Science Labs, Library, Hospitality Suite and Drama Studio

o Good sports facilities including swimming pool, football pitches, badminton courts,
climbing wall

¢ Wide choice of languages to learn including Italian and Russian

e Excellent ICT including interactive whiteboards and laptops (less textbooks)

e Quiet spaces and cool down zone

e Social spaces

e Outdoor learning spaces and different playgrounds for different stages

e BBQ, frees, plants and flowers

e Opportunities for extra-curricular activities, breakfast club and after school clubs

¢ An eco-friendly school with solar panels and recycling facilities

e Healthy eatfing, variety of catering opfions (including vegan and vegetarian),
vending machines

o Bike racks

e School pets/bring your pet to school day

Perth & Kinross Schools
A learner event was not undertaken with pupils from Perth High School but would be

considered at a later date if the process was to move forward, this would include the
possibility of an online survey for them to complete.
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